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GMOs: NJ Scientist Challenges
Monsanto With $10M Dare,
Livingston HS To Host Debate

Are there clear safety standards for GMOs? If so, it may cost
Shiva Ayyadurai a $10 million building.
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challenge to the Monsanto company - one of the
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world’s largest producers of GMOs - MIT graduate
and Livingston High School Hall of Famer Shiva
Ayyadurai will return to his alma mater on Dec. 21
to participate in a school-sanctioned public debate
about his research.

And if the crusading scientist loses, he's going to
be out $10 million.

Ayyadurai - who engaged in a well-publicized
spiritual ceremony with actress Fran Drescher and
holds the first U.S. copyright for “email” - first
confirmed the details of his unique challenge to
Monsanto via an interview with Patch in
November.

e See related article: Scientist Challenges
Monsanto: $10 Million If You Can Prove Me
Wrong About GMOs

The scientist’'s multi-million dare to Monsanto -
one of the world's largest producers of GMOs -

revolves around his alleged discovery of the
accumulation of high levels of formaldehyde in
GMO-engineered plants, and his resulting shock
that “acceptable standards for testing” do not
exist.

Ayyadurai asserted his position in a paper
published in Agricultural Sciences, a peer-
reviewed trade journal.

Here is Ayyadurai's official challenge to the
Monsanto Company, as told to Patch:

“If Monsanto can disprove the fact that
there are no safety assessment
standards for GMOs, the conclusion of
our fourth paper, then | will give them
my $10 million building.”

e See the full position paper online here.

School administrators confirmed with Patch that
the debate, slated to begin at 7 p.m. in the LHS
auditorium, will be open to the public and that
Monsanto representatives have officially been
invited to attend the event.

“We see this as an opportunity for our students to
discuss real world science,” LHS Spokeswoman
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MORE LIVINGSTON, NJ NEWS

BREAKING: Two N.J. Schools On
Lockdown After Fight, Shooting

Two NJJ. schools were on
lockdown Tuesday after a
fight and a student-
involved shooting, police
said.

WATCH: Trump Rips Christie, Calls
N.. A'Disaster," Says He Knew
About Bridgegate

Trump accused Christie
i of knowing about
Bridgegate, and blasted
his leadership of New
Jersey.

Patch Series: The Essex County
911 Roundup

Why were those sirens
wailing? Patch recaps
some of Essex County’s
recent top police, fire and
EMS stories.

BREAKING: New Terror Threat
System For N.J., Nation

The new terror threat
system for N.J. and the
nation will make it easier
to respond and report
“what we are seeing,” an
official said.

N.J.'s Top-Ranked Doctors In
Livingston, Elsewhere: Where Are
They?

A map and list of the top
h doctors inAyour town, or‘
P nearby. Click and zoom in

‘ on the map to find them,
b ’/ or search the list below.

TOP NEWS NEW JERSEY

Man Arrested In Hit-Run Assault
On Toms River Police Officer

The man was carrying
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several pieces of false
identification and is
accused of trying to
obtain more at the MVC
office in Silverton.

Marilyn Joyce Lehren told Patch.

Lehren explained how Ayyadurai involved four
Livingston High students in the research that

would eventually inspire his $10 million challenge. NJ.'s Top-Ranked Doctors - Who
Are They, And Where?
“When [Ayyadurai] visited the school, a connection Amap and list of the top
. L. ] :_: doctors in Ocean City, or
was made between Ayyadurai and the Livingston % nearby. Click and zoom in
High School Science Research Program. This a3 ’ on the map to find them,
e or search the list below.
connection quickly became a working relationship
between Ayyadurai's company Cytosolve and four 12 Can't-Miss Holiday Gifts for
students in the program. The premise of this Dad: Patch Deal Hound
working relationship was to expose these students — We love dads - but man

are they hard to buy gifts
for! So the Patch Deal
Hound surveyed actual
dads to find out what
they want from Santa.

to research strategies used at Cytosolve to
investigate real world issues. The information
provided by these four students was used in a
published paper, with all four students listed as

] Home Invader Pushed Woman,
contributors.” 102, Grabbed Lifeline Pendant:
Police

" Police are seeking the
man, who they say

Ayyadurai said
More from Livingston Patch

that so far, shoved the woman's 72-
e Patch's 16 Most Popular Amazon year-old daughter aside
Holiday Deals Monsanto to get into the home.
e BREAKING: Two N.J. Schools On
Lockdown After Fight, Shooting GMOs: NJ Scientist Challenges
Monsanto With $10M Dare,
e WATCH: Trump Rips Christie, Calls Livingston HS To Host Debate
N.J. A 'Disaster,' Says He Knew About m— Are there clear safety
Bridgegate standards for GMOs? If

so, it may cost Shiva
Ayyadurai a $10 million
building.

e Patch Series: The Essex County 911
Roundup

representatives have denied they received his
challenge and research, but that he hopes that the
company will be present at the Dec. 21 debate.

MONSANTO RESPONDS

Charla Lord, a spokeswoman with Monsanto,
provided Patch the following statement:

“Mr. Ayyadurai's allegation that there is no safety
assessment of genetically modified foods is
uninformed. GM crops undergo safety
assessments that are more rigorous and thorough
than assessments of any other food crop in
history. The safety assessment strategy ensures
that new GE crops are developed and tested in
accordance with comprehensive risk assessment
strategies and international safety assessment
guidelines.”

According to Lord, those guidelines include:
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e World Health Organization - Safety Aspects of
Genetically Modified Foods of Plant Origin

e Food and Agriculture Organization - GM Food
Safety Assessment

e Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development - Safety Evaluation of Food
Derived by Modern Biotechnology

e Codex Alimentarius - Principles for the risk
analysis of foods derived from modern
biotechnology

e Codex Alimentarius - Guideline for the
conduct of food safety assessment of foods
derived from recombinant-DNA plants

“Regulatory agencies around the world then
develop their own national biosafety laws and
frameworks derived from these international
standards,” Lord told Patch. “In many countries,
there is not just a single regulatory authority, but
as many as seven, each with the responsibility of
assessing a particular aspect of safety. The
extensive safety data are then subjected to review
by hundreds of risk assessors and scientists across
a wide range of disciplines.”

Lord continued:

“Second, Mr. Ayyadurai's computer model has
already been reviewed by The European Food
Safety Authority (EFSA), which recently published
its assessment in a technical report on November
3 concluding, “Considering that the authors do not
provide information on the input data and the
algorithm used in the model, that the model is not
validated, and that no empirical studies have been
presented to support the predictions of the
model, EFSA is of the opinion that the author’s
conclusions are not supported.”

Lord concluded:

“Last, we do not know Mr. Ayyadurai, and are not
aware of repeated - let alone any - professional,
scientific attempts by him to meet with us to
discuss the rigorous safety standards and testing
established to ensure the safety of biotech crops.
While this appears to be a stunt, if he is truly
interested, we would welcome the opportunity.
And if he is serious about the building we would be
willing to make arrangements with a charity.”
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Photo caption: Shiva Ayyadurai appears with
musician Neil Young at a 2015 Vermont press
conference to speak about GMOs.
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